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I followed the sun...

Pat Cavendish O’Neill was born into a world of riches and eccentric 

luxury, the famed world of the Duke of Windsor and Wallis 

Simpson, Gary Cooper, the Aga Khan, David Niven, Fred Astaire and 

Somerset Maugham. Here she tells the story of her fabulous, charmed life 

… and the day in Africa when she was handed a wild lion cub so small it 

fi tted into her hand, a moment that changed her life forever. 

Mummy (Enid) and friends’ exotic adventures

Fred Astaire at La Fiorentina

Mummy

with Gary Cooper
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THE FABULOUS HIGH LIFE OF THE HEIRESS WHO        

              
              

              
              

     COULDN’T SAY NO TO...

Pat Cavendish O’Neill was born into a fairytale world, a fantasy of fabulous wealth and luxury, of 1930s 

film stars, royalty, exotic Riviera mansions – and African safaris. Later, twice married and divorced, it 

was Africa that changed her life. One day she was handed a wild lion cub so small it fitted into her hand. 

This was her beloved Tana … 
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